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The Tree Council 
The Tree Council – national charity 
established nearly 50 years ago

• Inspiration - connecting people with 
trees around the UK

• Proliferation – more trees of the right 
kind, in the right places

• Conservation – better care for all 
trees, of all ages

• Act as a ‘Critical Friend’ to 150 
member organisations including 
Network Rail
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Vegetation management trials 



Coppicing – not stump treatment

Regularly cut trees, which provide varying  habitat on a 30 year 
rotation
Examples of coppice: 
(A) Mature coppice poles (B) Coppice woodland edge (C) Cut hazel 
coppice stool (D) Willow coppice for biomass (E) Stack of cut coppice 
poles



Pollarding and standing dead wood 
Technique – the tree is cut at a 
particular height, either at the 
main trunk before it branches or 
higher after branching, so that all 
the canopy is removed.
For pollarding, this is usually done 
in the first instance to young 
trees and is repeated as 
necessary to maintain a specific 
size, or produce a particular type 
of timber.
The trial will use this technique 
on a range of trees, some not 
traditionally pollarded and some 
much older that is usual, in an 
effort to retain trees that would 
otherwise have to be removed, 
so retaining their biodiversity and 
amenity value.
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Railway hedges A period of hedge 
planting followed 
the spread of the 
railways across 
Britain as the track-
bed had to be 
fenced or hedged, 
to keep live-stock 
off the lines. The 
late 19th century 
specification for the 
hedges around the 
Midland Railway 
was very detailed 
and involved the 
hawthorn being 
planted "in parallel 
lines, the lines being 
4 inches apart and 
the plants 8 inches 
from one to the 
other in rows. The 
planting is done so 
that one row is 
staggered with the 
other.  …. The 
quicks are cut back 
at planting, left 
untrimmed till they 
attain a height of 6-
8 feet, when they 
are layered, being 
subsequently 
trimmed in late 
autumn - early 
winter" . 
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Trial – proposal at station 

1 and 4 - Planted with nursery grown hedge plants – Blackthorn/ Hawthorn/ Hazel etc
2 and 5 - Same species mix but seed 
3 and 6 - No planting/ artificial seeding – but allowing natural regeneration to occur 



Trial  – proposal 
• Establish Hadley Wood residents’ agreement with 

the principle of trial
• Further site visits and specific trial details to be 

finalised by expert group – eg levels of seed/ 
variation of planting density etc including for 
south of south tunnel and north of north tunnel 
• Determine final establishment mix which includes 

Blackthorn/ Hawthorn/ Hazel etc
• Finalised details shared with residents in 

September 



Trial  – proposal continued 
• Planting/ seeding – Nov/ Dec 2018 with direct 

involvement of Hadley Wood residents and 
children where possible
• Monitor establishment/ growth by Tree Council/ 

Hedgelink 2019 – 2022
• Recommendations developed and national best 

practice established


